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MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL 
DR. NAKA 


SUBJECT: Verification Papers 


As I have mentioned to you previously, several 
papers which I have reviewed relative to SALT, which 
have been drafted by CIA in response to NSC questioning, 
have expressed an overly optimistic tone (in my view) 
with regards to verification systems. In the Mobile 
ICBM and Fixed ICBM papers, we have caused some 
pessimism to be added so as not to express a totally 
optimistic view toward the capability of our systems. 
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This morning I reviewed another paper, "Strategic 
Forces Survivability Study: Verification” which also 
deals with the SALT environment as well as with the 
nature of our defensive posture. This paper extolls 
the virtues of all of our systems, SIGINT included. 
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Aithough there was some caution interjected in this 
paper with regards to concealment and subtle upgrading, 
I feel that the overall tone would lead the National 
Security Council to place "blind" faith in our ability 
to be able to collect the information necessary for 
verification and defensive posture planning. 
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Recommendation: In your dealings at the high policy 
level, you should be aware of the optimism being | 
expressed to the National Security Council. In the 
briefing to Dr. Kissinger some explanation should be 
made as to the Limits of our systems so that false 


faith will not prevail. | 
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Major, USAF | 
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